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Ode to a Founding Father

Lanasyers at BT don't live in the past.
Their flag is still flying it's not at half-mast.
They are ready and willing for another trial.
Just the thought of it brings a smile.

Orne of those lawyers way out in the West,
Has a reputation of being one of the best.
He was recently trying a case of replevin,
And he looked and acted like he was 47.

“Walter”, the judge ventured to inquire,
“When do you think you are going to retire ™
“I dow’t think af it", Walter replied.

“There are too many coses left to be tried”.

Walter is one who gets better with age,

He is simply turning another page.

He plans to be around for a very long time.

Who else would defend these charged with crime?

When the ABCL has its next meeting,

Walter will be one of those it is greeting.

Lawyers, like the law, live forever.

When asked about retirement, they all say “never”!

Money given o the legal community
doesn't count as community Senace,

13-596 Parenteau v. United States

Due prosciess,

Ruling below (Gth Cic, J013 BE 171116

The defendant argues that his due process righis
were violated when the district court denied him a con-
tinuance at various times during the trial, including af-
ter he involked his right to represent himsell, Al the lime
the defendant elected to proceed pro se, the district
court had already granted & number of contineanoes
that coused the trial to start 19 months after the issu-
ance of the original indictment. The district court did
mal abuse its discretion with regard to the management
of this trial, On the contrary, it wenl to greal lengths (o
Hr-mmnmrlah: the defendant.

- Is it unconstitutional 1o hold a
pro se defendant to a different standard than a repre-
sented defendant at trial, requiring that defendant to
proceed Lo trial in circumstances in which no licensed
attorney could possibly provide effective representa-
tion, which in effect limits that defendant’s appellate

rights?

Petition for certioran filed 924713, by lobo H._Rion

and Rion Rion & Rion [ PA_Inc, hoth of “ﬂﬂm
Ohin.

"Wait—saodich is evidence and which s funck?"




Blair Berk Profile

By Asviey M. Lowpaon

ben Hollywoods A-lis

talents find themselves

in legal predicamens

oc cmboaded in livigs-

mon  with aggressve
paparazzi, chey el
|.H.anw-::]|.-'.|um Log
Angeles-based deffonse
sttormey and MNorch §
Carcling native Blair §
Berk for help,

"Onee a Tar Hed, |
albways & Tar Hiel,™ says
Herk, im her subide Lile- |
ing accent, “We lowe §
coming home, [d's s
tling how mach things §
ast changing in Marth §
Caroling, and we we 3
prood of it." :

Alchough she won't §
admit e, Berk iz as :-
popular  and  well
knerwn as the celebrity S8
cliemis she mpresemis. A #
partner ot Thelowr &
Bak, P, her office is 9% HELRETRE)
locared off the jcomic Sunset 5r.r|p in Los
Angeles, Californi. She appears in arides
and b been feanured in publicasions s var-
ied as The New Yok Timer, The Washington
Foa, Varies Larey King Live, Crasgfire, and
even THLE

"1 spend mest of my dme orying oo Emit
the amount of press in my cases because my
wiew is thar less I meoce,” Berk saps. A ot of
bocus on the crimival lawyer compromines
the lawyer’ ability i be grear in the courr-
room betause people siop lisening to the
meriss of your argument and focns mo moch
an sceing you on TV

Limiting press exposure isnt & case of
Berk sticking her hesd in ehe sand, however,
ohe is on the phone every day with reporten

0

across the counery spesking oo background
w charify, bur no to go o the moapd fof
artribuion, Berls says abe is dissrayed ¢ che
enorimous amount of lazines and the lhad
reporting, fom many news outless mday
Berk says & story must
be acoumee becapss it
can have an enormous
impact in the cour of
public opinfon, which
is very impomant w
Berk's dients.

Besk is the daugheer
of prominent Maorth
Larglina ALLneysE

Speven Bemhale and
Domthy  Creheans
Dembal, Her facher is

-] w‘E"--I.IIl'hu“ -;,:|i|:||i,|'_|,;,|]
defense  practitioner
and her mother found-
ed the Univermsity of
Marth Carolinas
Erudent |.¢.g;1| Servioe:
Program. Both are gull
in Frmi-:: r.[!d.‘l"l':.l:

- " AR a2  criminal
defen ;r]:w'.'r_:.. yau lr'J.l:t-::]il.' represent people
who trip amd Fall down,™ sy Berke, "Mos of
my clients wip and &l om occasion like
everyone e, bur the difforence is dhat every-
woine s stadng at my diens when it hap
pens—and they ecretly emjoy wanching
them GA."

Berk politely, bur firmly, dedines m
reweal the names of her diens, u‘l.ring that
they rely on her to maineain & high level of
deerction. Bt pu|:||1-: record ceveals char she
has been connecned with the representation
of celebeities such as John “Oey” Osbame,
Lindsy Loban, Kanye Weat, el Gibson,
Keifer Suthedand, Gerard Beder, and Besse
Witherspoon.

The Harvard Law graduare specializes in

representng individuals and companies in
the entiainsment il’.i'J.I.I.ﬂ:r;r’. induding dhose
E}L'i.l'lg crimimal progeciation or irﬁ.‘lfnh:r]'_g.l
iovedved in criminal maness. Berk has repee-
sented dients in o beosd range of cases
including alleged conspiracies, sexual assault,
drug passession, homicide, stallking, RICO,
regubyiory and health care fraud, and monsy
lanndering. Berk gradusted ssmia cum
Lowde from Boston University with a
Bachelor of Ams and a Mastes Diegrer in
Palisical Theory, and was selecred as 2 mems-
ber of Phi Ber Kappa, prior o atending
Harvard and studying under regpecred
Prafessors  Lsurence  Tribe Alan
Dierbrwite.

*In the criminad justice system, there is
an ushap mpth that celchrities are treasd
more Gvombly when the euth is chet they
are rreated les favorshly,” Berk sy
“Prosecusors, judges, and law enforcement
are g0 serrified thar someone will accse
chem of Favoridm. My role is ar keast oo oy
to get us back to 2 level playing fied before
we §TalT he case.”

She candidly reponz thar ber pracdios is
sezing a lot moke cases involving high-pmfile
clienes due o the incresse in inknsie one
vact by mesmbers of the paparsezi o well as
an increase in *Iﬂn.ingl cases ax the Permuul
lirves: of lver dlients are miore easily sccesithle
to e public dhwough magazines ar other
medin sources. Bere also hamdles plensy of
fabricared cases where dishones: pecple are
simply seeking to make a quick buck off of 2
celehrity caae.

“It’s no loager worth very much w ke a
phate of & famow permn smiling whife
conning out af 2 movie chearer, so more 2nd
mote paparazzi are provoking incdens by
putting their bands on someones child, for
Eﬂll'l.'lplt-." Bt'r}!-:a:n. "l = nor mnuﬁ!‘: [0 Y,
well, they wanted o be fGmons so dhis =
what you ger. T don't think hringing danger

i|.11l!|
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u:nr-mn:'; ‘Emﬂranh]mq.[ d:.rlﬂ:l:l-m
ehemselves (s part of that secial conwsce.
" Thars not a fair bacgain.”

Beck received the pifits of eritical chinking
and & bove for the kaw ar an early age from
both of her parerits. Dinner table discussions
were mever run-of-the-mill chats involving

activities.

“We loved our advocacy—me for sw-
dents’ oghts and Seeve for the presumpon
of innocence in defending his criminal pme-
tior clicnis—so we brought our sies hame
for family discustion,” says Mz Bernhalz,
who knew her daughier was destined to
became an artorney at age four when she
first bested ber dad in a logical argumens.

Teerk says she knew from an eardy agre thax
she was going w grow up w be a criminal
defenee atomey just [ike her dad, even
thousgh it was & challanging prospect and not
a lot of encoursgement was offered o a2
woman who waneed m pumee 2 criminal
Mmmﬂuimdhtﬂﬂ'ﬂmﬂﬂ
strengthe shown by both parens. Her dud
slways displayed 2 strong loyalcy oo his
clientt—whether they were rch or poor,
powerful or powerless. Berk says her maocher
really cared abouwt finding crentive alema-
tives 1o salving problems and instilbed in ber
a deep respect for the consdvurion and civil
Eheziies.

“It's preery profound to watdh someone
help anather buman being and acnally pro-
tect thelr libery so they can go home w
their family,” Berk says. "I saw how bach of
mry panents in their own logal precuices made
such a difference and how Efe changing thar
can be”

Huﬂﬁxhadwrmmdﬂ:pm
sure pliced on her by her peers and ovemors
in ander o pursue her drcam, Tt was almost
ﬂpmuddmuuﬂrmdpidﬁtumﬂd
become a federal prosecusor or go into
imvestrnent banking or mergens and acquisi-
tions st 3 white collar firm in New York Ciry.
While Berk's parents encoursged her w par-
sue something she was passionare about,
Berk jokes that they would have pocfered
tha she become a jaz pianist.

"1 was sold thar the last hing [ should
conhder would be to join a small law firm
and become 2 criminal defense amomey, thas
it would be career suicide for an Ivy League
attomney, and that I would mever achieve
anything,” Berk says. "I think a lot of anor-
neye missed our on o higher quality of life
becanse they were forced inoo expected slots

ﬂlﬂlﬂdnﬂdﬁngtndﬂﬂid\ﬂmimmi
them.”

Berle defied all expecrations when she
eschewed worcking ar any of the tony Mew
York biw firms she had apprenticed wich
during lw school, and left the now-dis-
solved Los Angeles criminal defease firm
Wyman, Bautser, Kuchel & Silbers, to join
fowces with her current partner Barry Tarlow:
Tadow, wha made 3 name for himself
defending rackerrering and RICO cases,
mak Berk under his wing and never expecy-
ed her wo carry his bags for che rest of her
earcer. He encouraged her 1o develop her
o peactice and identiy a5 an suormey.

*Criminal defense hisconally kas con-
gisted of o bunch of cowboys, or cowhoy
sereotypes,” Berk says. “Loos of lone guns
fior hire who are such egomaniucs themsdhves
that they can’t tolerate other competinars.
While Barry is a legendary lawyer, be bas oo

when it comies T mentoring,”

Tarlow sdll practices with Berk along
with three other ssociares. Bur dont try
Google Tadow 8¢ Bedk, PC. The firm is
aggressively anti-marketing and dess’t sven
maintin a wehsite, Although she has been
in practice now for 20 pears, Berk prefers w
ﬂruﬁqﬂun&:ﬁm:ﬁ:tdﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂdﬂ
business, Berk says she remains assounded
tha chere aren’t more women in the ciminal
defense bar even s women have made great
inroads inte the anks of proseowmos and
idges.

"Tn:n:mmpmi[&d!-:hﬂ?nﬁg:nf
a glass eriling for women in the law”™ she
says, “Tronically, | benefit from how few
women there are in this ares of i
because we are seill 2 lixtde bie of 2 noveloy”

W]:n.:.lq:ln'tn Bt fiom 'I:|'l¢|:|-|:|}u I
sienple—she knows she dosnlt have w act
like & man. Berk believes she can bring her
own graciowsness and charm to the whle
withost forfeting the pasition of her dlients.
At the end of the day, Berk says she wants
ber clients w fedd dhey had the bes advocacy
possible and an advocate who procecied
them in every way possible.

A rypical day beging wich Beck spending
the morming in hearings or court prmceed-
ings, then she mees with clients and con-
ducts case meretings in the afiemoon. At
night, she reurns home wo her hushand,
Denicd Berk, and their 12-year-old danghter
Blythe. There's o magic formula for balane-
i'-ngi h@rmmaﬂlﬁmﬂﬁm
says. Both she and her bushand knew they

THE MORTH CARDLIMA STATE BAR JOURMAL

wanted co have a child and made thar a pri-
oriry, so they figure our how o make it
wark

“She’s the most EBbubns kid on earth,”
i hier voice, “T feel ke U've had the great foc-
mune of a hashand who is & mee parc-
et and who has respected my profestonal
:qimﬁmumd!u'hmhﬂpﬂ:ﬂdhjl.'

IF Blydhe hus an interest in the law, Berk
says she will help foster it as her parents did.
Bu right nuw, Blythe is dhinking she will be
an eye surgean for half the year and for the
ather half of the year she will be a dog mush-
er for a professiomal dog sledding ream. Berk
suspecs thar thess career choloes will changs
mmyhmﬂbﬁthihﬂ#l[ﬂ'ﬁﬂlh‘ﬁnﬁ
her calling,

"One of the gifts noy parents gave 1o me
-dmyhnrbumurm;hgmmﬁnd
the things thar evcited us,” Berk sy, “My
hushand and I want che mme for Blyche.
Thene are to expeceations,”

Tudq' Bu‘.ﬁ F-.EEIII e d‘mmmﬂ}'
provd of their dasghtes's sucres—even [f
thar means living o continent away from
their bdoved granddasghter. They under-
sand their daugheers nesd 1w establish =
profemional identity and repumstion spart
fromn dheir own. But they might will bear a
slight gradge that Berk didn't actend Chapel
Hill for law school.

When asked whar he is mase prosd of in
reference w0 che daughter who frllpaed
closcly in his footsteps, Me. Bernhols says,
"Her sreadfast adherence to ethical standards
and the rmiles of profesional conduct, con-
gdering the demands from, and notoviery
uf,hﬂu:l::m'l.:ljhiﬂh chients.”

As fit Beak, shie sups she'll abways miss her
Morth Caroling home and visits a8 much 2=
posszhle.

“I miss ir keenly during UNC basketball
pames,” she mys. “T miss my family and
everyithing fom sammer chundestorms o
mammer tomaroes. My panenm are el
people and rerrific bawyers and have really
influenced what | do and kow [ do in.” ®

My Landon &5 2 menber of the fooulty at
Charitie School of Lare and o former profes-
izl gowrmalie. S is 2 2001 p-lldlu.l'rq"

in Wishingson, DC, Legal

Aﬁfhnﬁtm.:nfmdﬁnﬁu!h

mkwﬁﬂhﬁ'ﬂm&?ﬁmﬁﬂh
Ragnd abut
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Hiami Herald

Posted on Tue, Dec. 10, 2013

Renowned Miami lawyer Richard Sharpstein found dead in
his Miami Beach condo

BY JAY WEAVER AND DAVID OVALLE
' riiMiamiHerald.com

Miami criminal defense attorney Richard
Sharpstein, a quick-witted showman who
represented everyone from cocaine cowboys to
troubled cops during a long and colorful career,
was found dead in his Miami Beach condo
Tuesday moming.

| News of Sharpstein's death — a possible suicide
— left the South Florida legal community in shock.

Many colleagues expressed bewildermeant

~ because Sharpstein always seemed so eternally
. upbeat and at 83 remained at the top of his game.

Just last week, he was honored as one of South
| Florida's top attormneys.

Miami-Dade State Attorney Katherine Femandez
Rundle, who once worked alongside Sharpstein
when he was a young prosecutor, summed up his
larger-than-life persona.

Richard Sharpstedn

“No one that | know, even if they tried, could ever
say an unkind word about Richard,” Fernandez
Rundle said. “His razor-sharp mind and silver tongue created a térrific sense of humaor, which
could charm courtrooms and enliven the dullest of conversations.

‘Richard was the consummate gentleman and the type of lawyer | would wish every assistant
state attorney to be: ethical, dogged in their pursuit of justice, but reasonable and
compassionate.”

From: Bruce Maloy’

I just came from Richard Sharpstein's funeral service. Huge crowd,

lots of glowing recollections, and the cantor sang Richard's favorite
song, Johnny Cash's "I'll walk the line™. I've never been to a

funeral that was a sing-a-long. As the Rabbi said, "today is not the

day we ask "whyT"Today is the day we ask "how can we heal this hole in
our hearts?™ ABCL was well represented. Thanks to the Florida Fellows
for looking out for us cut-of-towners, One theme that came across was
that Richard took time to learn the name of everyone he encountered,
from the powerful to the homeless, he remembered them and with genuine
concern asked how they were getting along, Not a bad trait for the

rest of us to strive to emulate. Richard wanted donations to be made

to the Temple for a fund to aid the disenfranchised




Officers 2014

President-Elect

James R. Homola, Fresno, C.h

Vi s
Blair Berk, Los Angeles, CA
Jerome 1. Froelich, Atlanta, GA
John J. Ossick, Jr., Kingsland, GA
Roger M. Synenberg, Cleveland, OH
Peter B, Wold, Minneapol s

Secrelary
Mack E. Martin, Oklahom

Treasurer
John Rion, Dayton, OH
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Board of Governors 2014
Leonard M. Chesler, Denver, CO
Drew Findling, Atlanta, GA

Ian N. Friedman, Cleveland, OH
Gerald Handley, Kansas City, MO
Charles L. Hawkins, Minneapolis, MN
James K. Jenkins, Atlanta, GA

Hugh Keefe, New Haven, CT

Michael Pancer, San Diego, CA
Randy Schafler, Houston, T

Richard A. Sharpstein, Miami, FL
William W. Swor, Detroat, MI

Chuck Watson, Boseman, MT

The Roundiable
Steve LaCheen, Editor
Rita Bognanni, Staff

Future Meetings

February 7-8, 2014:  Key West, FL
June 12-15,2014:  Aspen, CO
October 10-12, 2014: San Francisco, CA
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